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assisting one another to live as christians, and to
prepare themselves for the most heroic actions.

Two years ago, two savage women were captured
by the iroquois, and burned by the hands of their
own kindred, out of hatred for christianity, as well
as hatred for the Sault. The 1st was a widow; the
2nd a young married woman 22 years old, who had
a little child. They had gone to gather nuts in the
woods, when they were captured. They were car-
ried away as slaves, and were very badly treated on
the way. A frenchman who was a witness of the
occurrence, and who afterward escaped, related the
following throughout the town. When the younger
woman reached the village, she received innumer-
able stabs from a knife, and a shower of blows from
clubs—but with such patience and resignation that
all the people were touched. The hunters did not
fail to load her with their packs and clothes. She
reached the cabin after having been thus ill-treated,
covered with blood and her shoulders galled. On
entering her own cabin she was looked upon by her
relatives as a beast; the place where she sat was
marked by the blood that continually flowed from
the whole of her body; but throughout her great
affliction she was heard only to pray to God and to
thank him. She died, a true martyr, in the fire,
into which she was cast shortly after her arrival.
The martyrdom of the widow, who was likewise
burned, began in this wise: when at the stake, she
knelt and exhorted all present to thank God for the
favor that he conferred on her of suffering for him;
and she also exhorted them to become christians,
and to forsake their evil customs. During the
torture she frequently exclaimed: ‘* My God, forgive



